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BLOOD DRIVE

7TH-STRAIGHT LOSS

People interested in donating blood can do
so by appointment Friday afternoon.

The Eastern men's basketball team
was short-handed once again in
a loss to Tennessee-Martin.
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"TELL THE TRUTH AND DON 'T BE AFRA10"

Quick
News I

Working with

i

Lions in Winter
Festival set for
next week
Staff Report I @DEN_news
The annual Lions in Winter Festival hosted
by the Eastern English Department will be held
via Zoom Feb. 4 at 5 p.m.
This year's guest is poet Joan Kane, who is
of lnupiaq descent and a native of Anchorage,
Alaska. Her work often deals with her ancestral
roots and threats to her ancestral community.
There is no fee to register for the event and
students can sign up at https:/ /tinyurl.com/
Academy-Spring-2021.
The News Staffcan be reached at 581-2812 or
dennewsdesk@gmail.com.

RYAN MEYER I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Troy Clark II, junior sports media relations major, works in the control room during Newswatch Thursday evening. "Hopefully by the
end of the semester I could do some more sportswriting... do some sports reporting as I get more comfortable with the program,"
Clark said, looking forward to advancing in Newswatch.

Poet laureate to speak :for· Booth event
By Corryn Brock
News Editor I@corryn_brock

U.S. Poet Laureate Joy Harjo will read
from her book as a part of Booth Library's
Big Read Program and other programs on
campus in a virtual event Jan. 30 at l p.m.
Harjo will read from her 6ook «An American Sunrise: Poems" and answer questions
following the reading.
«In 'American Sunrise,' Harjo's eighth
collection of poems, she revisits the homeland from which her ancestors were uprooted in 1830 as a result of the Indian Removal Act. The book explores the power of nature, spirituality, memory, violence, and the
splintered history of America's indigenous
peoples," according to a press release from
Booth Library.
The program is free and open to the public.
Harjo's program is sponsored by Booth Library, the Broward County Library (Florida),
Broward Public Library Foundation Inc.,
and Florida Center for the Book.
The event is also part of the annual Lions in Winter festival sponsored by Eastern's
English Department.
«There are few literary voices in America
today that are more important than Joy Harjo," said Dean of Library Services Zach Newell. «We are incredibly fortunate to be able
to introduce our patrons to such a powerful and personal work of literature at a time
of continued civic unrest in our country. We

Faculty Laureate
nominations
being sought
Staff Report I @DEN_news
Nominations are currently being sought for
the 2021 Faculty Laureate, an annual award that
recognizes a faculty member for excellence in
teaching general education classes.
According to the criteria, nominees "must be
a current full-time member of the EIU teaching
faculty" and "must have demonstrated an ongoing commitment to excellence in the general education curriculum."
The nominations deadline is March 22 and
more criteria and information about the nomination process can be found at https://www.eiu.
edu/acaffair/nomination.php.
The News Staff can be reached at 581-2812 or
dennewsdesk@gmail.com.

Booth Library
accepting award
applications
Staff Report I @DEN_news

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Joy Harjo, U.S. Poet Laureate, will spe·ak as a part of a virtual event through Booth Library
Saturday afternoon.

should all take Harjo's message to h,eart."
Harjo was named Poet Laureate i1n 2019.
Sh e is the first Native Americarn to hold
the position. Harjo js on her seco,nd term

and is scheduled to begin her third term in
September.

..
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Applications are now being accepted for a
Booth Library award program that recognizes excellence in student research through the library.
More information on the program can be
found at https://www.eiu.edu/booth/awardsforexcellence/. The deadline is March 22.
The News Staff can be reached at 581-2812 or
dennewsdesk@gmail.com.
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State Republicans Virus variant from
slam Pritzker
South Africa detected
as COVID- lg
in US for 1st time

vaccm·at1·Oil lS lag
SPRINGFIELD, lll. (AP) - Illinois public health officials announced Thursday nearly 56,000
people in the stare were vaccinated against COVID-19 on Wednesday as state Republicans questions
Gov. J.B. Pritzker on why Illinois'
efforts in the area is lagging.
ln a letter addressed to Pritzker,
members of the Senate Republican
Caucus said Illinois ranks 47th in
overall vaccine distribution , with
just 4.8% of Illinoisans receiving
at least one shot as of Thursday.
"We are asking for you to provide a clear explanation to legislators and to the citizens of Illinois as to why Il linois is among
the wo rst states in regard to getting vaccines out to those who
need it most," the caucus said in
the letter, adding that putting the
blame on former President Donald Trump or the federal government is unsatisfactory.
State officials say more than
829,000 shots have been administered since the federal government
shipped vaccines to the state. But
only 17 8,684 state residents have
received the requited two doses.
During a Thursday visit to a
newly established vaccination site
in a Cicero high school , Pritzker
said lllinois is expanding its vacci-

natiion capability.
"The average number of doses
per day that's being administered
is going up significantly," Pritzker
said. "We're going on a good trajectory," Pritzker said. "Between
the Biden administration's increasing the number of doses, and
our build-out of all of these facilities to deliver those doses, you're
seei1ng the effect of that in the record number of doses administered yesterday."
Wednesday's 55,865 vaccinations topped the 53,628 shots administered Tuesday.
Pritzker has been urging patience for essential workers and
people 65 or older who are now
elig;ible to receive shots.
He says effons will be bolstered
with $43 million in new federal funding and a 16% increase in
weekly vaccine deliveries promised
by President Joe Biden's administraltion.
Health offi cials announced
4,181 new confirmed and probable cases o fCOYID - 19 and 103
new deaths. The pandemic death
rol I now stands at 19,067, with
the meal number of known infections in Illinois at more than 1. 1
milllion.

COLUMBIA, S.C . (AP) -

A

have nor been identified yet. They

;::r;:~i~~tu~/d:~ einc:~:~~:::~
States, posing yet another public
health challenge in a country already losing more than 3,000 peopie to COVID-19 every day.
The mutated version of the virus, first identified in South Africa, was found in two cases in
South Carolina. Public health officials said it's almost certain that
there are more infections that

: r:na~~~e~~:c:r;r:de:~i~; ::i~ ;~:;
vaccines could be less effect ive
against it.
The two cases were discovered
in adults in different regio ns of
the state and do not appear to be
connected. Neither of the peopie infected has traveled recently,
the South Carolina Department of
Health and Environmental Control said Thursday.

Role of race in US
COVID vaccine rollout
gets put to the test
PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) - The
role that race should play in deciding
who gets priority for the COVID-19
vaccine was put to the test Thursday in
Oregon, but people of color won't be
the specific focus in the next phase of
the state's rollout as tensions around equity and access co the shots emerge nationwide.
An advisory comminee that provides
recommendations to Gov. Kate Brown
and public health authorities discussed
whether to prioritize racial minorities
but decided on a wide range of other groups: those under 65 with chronic medical conditions, essenrial workers,

inmates and people living in group settings.
The 27-member panel in Oregon, a
Democratic-led state that's overwhelmingly white, said people of color likely fell into the other prioritized groups
and expressed concerns about legal issues if race was the focus. Its recommendations are not binding but offer
key guidance on vaccine distribution.
The committee was formed with the

goal of keeping fairness at the heart of
Oregon's vaccine rollout. Its members
were selected to include racial minorities and ethnic grou ps, from Somalian
refugees to Indigenous people.

Sports Designer
AdamTumino
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Pantherpalooza to be held virtually next week
By Kyara Morales-Rodriguez
Campus Reporter I@DEN_news
On Monday, 1 p.m from 2 p.m.
ro 4 p.m. and 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.,
Eastern will be hosting its Spring
2021 Pantherpalooza Srudent Involvement Fair. The fair will be
held virtually through an online
platform called CampusGroups,
which was also used when Eastern hosted its first virtual Pantherpalooza last semester.
Pantherpalooza is a campus tradition that helps students explore
their interests, make new friends,

build their resumes, and develop leadership skills. It also helps
give visibility to the many different
RSOs on campus.
In past years. Eastern has hosted
Pantherpalooza at the Grand Ballroom of the Martin Luther King Jr.
Union. This year, Eastern has been
hosting Pantherpalooza virtually in
order to do its part in promoting
social distancing and protecting
the community from Covid.
This virtual experience will help
students learn more about the
175+ Registered Student Organizations (RSOs) at Ea.stem and find

ones that align with their personal hobbies and interests. Students
will be able to learn more abour
the RSOs by browsing through
RSO Booths and by speaking with
the RSOs' leaders and members via
videoconferencing and live chats.
EaLstern students can attend the
Pantherpalooza Student lnvolvemenJt Fair by signing into CampusGroups using their EIUNet ID and
password the day of the. fair. Eastern has sent a weblink to all Eastern s.rudents which they can use to
sign in and attend the fair.
Ai- la.st semester's Pantherpaloo-

Students can donate blood by
appointment Friday af't ernoon
By Emilee Tosh
Staff Reporter I@DEN_news
Those in the Eastern community
who would like to donate blood can
make an appointment for Friday between 12 p.m. and 3 p.m.
Appointments can be made at login.bloodcenter.org/donor.
Donations will be taken at the Mississippi Valley Regional Blood Center Bloodmobile between the Doudna
Fine Ans Center and the Martin Luther King Jr. University Union.
Students must make an appointment and wear their masks at all times.
Srudents who have recovered from
COVID-19 can also schedule a plasma donation to help patients fighting

COVID-19, by emailing paricntservices@mvrbc.org or calling (833) 6101025.
Blood donated by recovering COVID-19 patients has the virus antibodies and can be processed to remove the
blood cells to leave the plasma and antibodies. This can be given to patients
fighting COVID-19 to boost their
abilitiy to fight the virus.
The process, convalescent plasma
therapy, can be used with those hospitalized with COVID-19. For those
who receive the treatment ir can lessen the severity or shonen the length of
the disease.
Some risks of convalescent plasma
therapy include allergic, lung damage,
difficultly breathing and infections like
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HIV, hepatitis B and C.
However, all donations are tested
and the likelihood of infections is low.
T lhe risk of getting COVID-19
from convalescent plasma hasn't been
tested yet.
Since the COVID-19 pandemic
swept the world, blood drives across
the mation have been cancelled.
According to bloodcenter.org, the
need for blood usually increases in the
wimer months, but with the pandemic cancelling everything, the need for
bloo,d donations has skyrocketed. One
per s,on's donation could save three
lives.
Emilee Tosh can be reached at 5812812 or ertosh@eiu.

za, Eastern gave students the opportunity to be entered into a
grand prize drawing for a pair of
AirPods. This semester, Eastern is
keeping that trend going by entering srudenrs into a grand prize
drawing for- an iPad bundle that includes an iPad, case, and a Spotify gift card.
Furthermore, every 30 minutes
during the fair, they will be giving
away gift cards to places including Walmart, Starbucks, the EIU
Bookstore, Amazon, McDonalds,
and Dominos. All students have to
do for a chance to win is attend the

»

fair.
The deadline to setup virtual
booths for the Spring Student lnvolvemen t Fair is Friday. If anybody wants to learn more information about the Pantherpalooza Srudent Involvement Fair, rhey can do
so at https://www.eiu.edu/slo/srudentinvolvementfair.php. They can
also contact Eastern's student government at studentgov@eiu.edu for
more information.
Kyara Mo rales-Rodriguez ca n be
reached at 581-281 2 or
knmora lesrodriguez @e iu.edu.

POET

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
Harjo is known for being an
award-winning poet. writer, performer and saxophone player of
the Mvskoke/Creek Nation.
The Big Read is an initiative
from the National Endowment
for the Arts. It helps to broaden individual's understanding of
the world, their communities and
themselves through rhe sharing of
books.
Booth Library received a
$14,000 Big Read granr to support a community reading program during the 2020-2021 academic year. The local program
is focused on "An American Sunrise.~
Those interested in attending
the book reading and Q&A can
find a link to participate in the

Microsoft Te:ims call at https://
www.eiu.edu/booth/bigread/program.php.
Anyone who would like a free
paperback copy of "An American
Sunrie• mayconuctBooili
Library. For more information,
contact Janice Derr, Big Read
project director at Booth Library,
at jmderr@eiu.edu or 217-5817555.
Other Big Read programs will
be sponsored in the month of
April. Those interested in attending upcoming events can look for
an updated scheduk.ar https://
www.eiu.edu/booth/bigread/.
Corryn Brock can be reached at 58 128 12 or at cebrock@eiu.edu.
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LETTE~R TO THE EDITOR

Douglas Hall needs to be renamed
This leuer was subrriitred by the
fiwtlty of ihe Eastern History Department.
Our department began talking
about the renewed call to rename
Douglas Hall last summer, against
the backdrop of the protests over
George Floyd's murder and renewed calls to dismantle white supremacy and stand for racial justice.
We write today to state our unequ ivocaJ supporc for renaming
Douglas Hall. In the debate ar
Charleston in 1858, both Abraham Lincoln and Stephen Douglas
voiced racist beliefs a.bout African
Americans, and Douglas' unapologetic racism in the debates and beyond is blatantly antithetical to
El U's professed values.
Likewise, despite its historical
significance in conrributing to the
undermining of slavery, the tone
of the Charleston debate reflected
deep-seated racism on both sides.
Many scholars add nuance to Lincoln's statements, describing him
as playing politics in southern Illinois or even stealthily making his
way towards a more radical anti•
slavery stance.

Few are able to d ismiss or contextualize Douglas's racism so easily. As such, it seems an inappropriate name for a building serving :is
home for a diverse group of young
scholars pursuing a university educarion at a public institution.
Removing a name from a building does not remove the LincolnDouglas debates (or, as they were
known at the time, the DouglasLincoln debates) from history, nor
from our understanding of the role
they played in the past.
Commemoration is an act committed in the present, not rhe past.
The debates arc part of our political heritage, important to many
because of the role rhey played in
launching Lincoln ro national renown and because in them, we can
watch Lincoln grapple and perhaps
shift.
In the debate rhat followed
the one in Charleston, Lincoln
famously declared that Douglas was "blowing out the moral
lights around us" in his willingness to uphold slavery. The debates are commemorated not jusr
in Charleston (ar rhe museum at
the fairgrounds and in an exhibit
in Stevenson Hall) but in all sev-

en of the debate sites throughout
Illi111ois.
In many debate cities, including
our own, statues of Lincoln and
Douglas mid-debate bring that image of the Little Giant and Long
Abe mid-debate as rhey were seen
by crowds in Illinois in that fall of
1858 .
"V-'/e can still look to the debates. and ro Lincoln, to understarnd the ways in which racist belief existed in many forms in nineteenth-century America, and we
can credit Lincoln for recognizing the immorality of slavery and
for. once he was C ommander in
Chief of the Union army, looking to end slavery once and for
aU. But we no longer look to Lincoln as the "Great Emancipator," the one who grew and then
bes towed freedom to all the enslaved and who is alone responsible for its end: instead, historians
of slavery and the Civil War have
uncovered the m.iny complex ways
in which slavery was destroyed in
America. crediting Black Americans and white abolitionists for
pushing the cause of emancipation
and the actions of che enslaved to
demand freedom from the Union

army during the war.
These things. as much if not
perhaps more than Lincoln's presidential decrees and inner evolution, brought the end to slavery
in America - though not the racist beliefs which had undergirded it, in the North. as well as the
South, beliefs very much on display in the debate at Charleston in
1858. This, too, is pan of the legacy of the debates: the marker for
the Charlesron debate describes
how anti-Black statements made
here "qualified [Lincoln's) legacy
as the Great Emancipator."
Some have said we cannot hold
Stephen Douglas to the standards
of today, and that to rename a
building is to do so. This position confuses commemoration and
preservation with the hisrorical record and history icself
Bur even more imporranrly, to
say that people shouJd be judged
by their times, not ours, ignores
the four million enslaved people who, when Douglas s poke in
Charleston in L858. knew well
enough that slavery was horrific.
It ignores the acuons of many free
Black and white abolitionists (including Illinob brothers Elijah and

Owen Lovejoy) who recognized its
immorality and fought to end rhe
practice.
It ignores the misgivings of our
Founders, who, even while they
enslaved people. labeled the institution of slavery sinful. And
it even ignores rhe way that people (including Lincoln) can grow,
helping to bend the moral arc of
the universe more cowards justice.
The Eastern History Department can
be reached at history@eiu.edu.

Letters to the Editor
Those interested can inquire at
opinions.DEN@gmail.com for all
opinion questions, submissions
and letters to the editor.
Please allow a week for us to publish letters to the editor,
The Editor reserves the right to not
publish letters. Letters that are 250
words or less will be prioritized, but
longer ones will be considered by
the editorial board.
Please include your name and
phone number to verify letters.
For more information please call
217-581-2812.
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Panthers fall to Skyhawks for 7th-straight loss
By Adam Tumino
Editor-in-Chief I@adam_tumino
A pair of short-handed teams
met Thursday night when the Eastern men's basketball team played
Tennessee-Martin on the road.
The Skyhawks were able to prevail in a low-scoring matchup,
beating the Panthers 51-41.
The teams were tied for ninth
place in the OVC coming in to the
game with conference records of
2-7. Eastern is now 2-8 in conference play after going 2-1 in its first
three OVC matchups.
Tennessee-Martin was missing its leading scorer in Cameron
Holden, who is averaging 17 points
per game, and Eastern was without
"-Juard Marvin Johnson, who is second on the team in scoring and
leads the team is assists.
Eastern had just seven players
available for the second-straight

game. Johnson was available for the
previous game, but was replaced
in this game by freshman Micah
Schnyders.
With some high-scorers missing,
neither team played very well offensively. The Skyhawks shot just
31. 7 percent from the field while
Eastern shot only 28.1 percent.
Most of Eastern's shooting trouble came from three-point range,
where the Panthers shot just 3-of24 for the game.
Neither team got to the free
throw line with much frequency, as
only 10 free throws were attempted in the game, six by Eastern and
four by Tennessee-Martin.
It was also a game of large runs,
with Eastern going on an 11-0 run
in the first half and TennesseeMartin ending the half on a 13-0
run, which was then extended to
15-0 to open the second half.
Eastern's leading scorer in the

game was senior guard Deang
Deang, who set a new season high
with ll4 points. It is Deang's second-straight game in double figures this season as he works his way
back from a torn Achilles suffered
early last season.
Th,: only other Eastern player in
doubl,e figures was senior guard Josiah ~lallace, who had 11 points on
5-of-19 shooting.
Junior forward Barlow Alleruzzo scored 10 points for Eastern and
collec1ted a team-high 10 rebounds.
Tw,.> Skyhawks also scored in
double figures. Junior forward Jaron ~i'illiams scored a game-high
17 points and junior guard Vinnie
Viana scoring 11 off the bench.
Eastern plays again Saturday
when they take on Southeast Missouri <:>n the road at 5 p.m.
ADAM TUMINO I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Adam Tumino can be reached at 5812812 or ajtumino@eiu.edu.

Eastern guard Junior Farquar drives toward the basket against Southern
Illinois-Edwardsville Jan. 26 in Lantz Arena.

Women's basketball teaJm struggles offensively in loss
By Adam Tumino
Editor-in-Chief I@adam_tumino
The Eastern women's basketball
team went on the road and faced
Tennessee-Martin and the top scorer
in the nation, Chelsey Perry, Thursday evening.
Despite being the first team this
season to hold Perry under 20 points
in a game, the Panther offense struggled mightily against the Skyhawks,
losing 70-50.

With the loss, the Panthers fell to
5-6 in OVC play tnis season. Tennessee-Martin improved to a conferenceleading 8-1 in conference play and is
on a seven-game winning streak.
The Panthers scored just 18 points
in the first half, six in the first quarter, while committing 16 turnovers,
and despite a solid third quarter, were
never able to fully get back in the
game.
Tennessee-Martin struggled in the
first quarter as well, scoring just nine

points. But they fared better in the
second quarter, outscoring Eastern
23-12.
The third quarter was the most
productive quarter of the game for
the Panthers. They scored 21 points
and s1L1rrendered 17. Eastern also
drastically limited its turnovers, only
committing one turnover in the
third.
The Panthers were able to cut the
Skyhawks' lead to single digits early
in the fourth quarter, but soon went

stagnant.
Tennessee-Martin outscored Eastern 21-11 in the final quarter to wrap
up a 20-point win.
As mentioned, Eastern managed
to limit Perry's effect. She was averaging 28 points per game coming in,
but was held to 19 points on 7 -of17 shoot.ing and 4-of-l O from threepoint range.
Eastern forward Abby Wahl, who
entered the game ranked fifth in the
conference in both points and re-

bounds per game, outplayed Perry.
Wahl scored 21 points on 8-of-13
shooting and 2-of-3 from three. She
also had 7 rebounds to Perry's 6.
No other Eastern player scored in
double figures, with the team's second-leading scorer Karle Pace missing the game with an injury.
Eastern plays next against Southeast Missouri Saturday at 2 p.m.
Adam Tumino can be reached a t 58 128 12 or ajtumino@eiu.edu.
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